
I 

I 

AROHITEOTURAL FORUM 

11 1111111111111111111111111111 

Obra 
Per 213 

K 3909947 
O 3909940 

PUBLISHER' S NOTE 
In thcir Deccmber erutorial, thc 
cditors paid rribute LO "thc besl 
fricnd Lhc ans in America, includ­
mg architccture, (have) had in 
the \Vhite Hou~c since Thomas 
J effcrson." Apparemly, J ohn F. 
Keru1edy was also the mosl inler­
ested rcader of F0Ru~1 ever to 
occupy the prcsidcntial mansion. 

This became clear on Decem­
ber I when Arcist \Villiam Wal­
ton wrotc for the TVashi11gto11 
Post a full page accoum of the 
late Prcsidcnt ·s love for his ciL)'· 
A dose persona I friend of Mr. 
and i\!rs. Kenncdy, Walton was 
the Presidcnt's unofficial counselor 
on art and architccture and for 
six momhs has becn head of 
\Vashingwn's Fine Ans Commis­
sion. The introductory paragraph 
of his account and his references 
to our magazine are of panicular 
intercst LO other FORUM readers: 

"Onc of John F. Kennedy's 
many radiant faces was tumed 
toward architecture. Of all thc 
arts this was the one closest Lo 

his hcart. JTis inLercsL was nol 
that of a dileuantc trying LO de­
sign buildings which profcssionals 
would lalcr pul imo rational 
shapc. Jlis was 1hc intcrcsL of a 
cuhivalccl man who recognizcd in 
archiLccturc 1hc truc cxpression 
of his agc ancl who rcalizecl 1hal 
a~ Prcsidc•nt hc coulcl influcncc 
architcc1urc and Lhus tbc face of 
thc lanci hc lovcd .... 

"Thc J anuary I 9G3 issuc of thc 
ARC IIITl'.CT URAL FoRUM dcvotcd 

THE MAGAZINE OF BUILDING 

all its pagcs to a critique of 
Washington architcclure, a good 
dea! of it ver)' unfavorablc. I 
kncw hc would be intcrested. 1-Iis 
voracious appetite for rcading is 
wcll known. T hc on ly problem 
always was Lo gct his devoted and 
wisc sccrelary, Evclyn Lincoln, Lo 
put it in one of ù1e many reacling 
piles that swod beside h.is various 
operation posts-his office desk, 
his rocking chair, his bedside 
table. She slipped ù1e ARCHITEC­

TURAL FORUM into a strategie 
piace. 

"Within 2+ hours he had read 
it from covcr LO cover and phoned 
me. 'What are wc going to do 
about the Washington Monument 
Grounds,' he said wi1hout intro­
duction. 

"'\•Vhat do you mean,' I askecl. 
'You know what I mean. I've read 
your magazine and I've lookcd 
out at the i\1onumcnt Grounds 
and I think they're righi. I'm tell­
ing Connie Wirù1 [National Park 
Service head] to consult with you 
and get that clcaned up. And 
lct's get those "tem pos" off thc 
Mail right away.' (Genera! Serv­
ices Administration has already 
scheduled the lìrst demolition of 
these unsighùy World War II 
buildings-scen al left. 

"Thcse wcrc quick dc1ails that 
hc could clean up immcdiatrly. 
Ancl ncxt day hc insisted on talk­
ing about thc dccpcr criticisms 
thc magazine had made of archi­
tccturc in Washington . . .. IIis 
taste was broad cnough to rccog-
n izc 1hat Saarincn's Dullcs Air­
port is onc of thc grcat bcau1ics 
of our time. I le also thought ancl 
saicl that glnss cunain façacl cs 
wcrc not for 1hc hcart of Wash­
ingLon's federai nrca." 

Wou ld that a li of Fo1w,i's 
rcaclrrs rcac1 cd as positivcly lo 
thc cdi1ors' criticism as dici lhc 
late J ohn F. Kcnncdy. Thc builcl­
ing of a brllcr America would 
come more quickly i[ thcy dici. 

-J.C.11. J R. 
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